
Il'hite House ofrciab
soi(t thev had s|oken belore'
hand y.ith tocol church leod-
ers in Soulh AIricd aboul
wh e r he r Presidenl Clin lon
could receige communion
*hen he ouended Mass in
So\wlo March 29. Cllnton, a
southen Baplitt, ond his
wi[e, Hillary Rodhon
Ciinrcn, a Merhodisl, both
received comnunion al the
Moss in Regino Mundi
church in sowelL

Pastorally, the church recognizes that in
verv Iimited and exceptional circumstances
Chiistians of other denominations may be per-
mitted to receive the eucharist. This occurs only
when all five of the following conditions are
meh The person l) must be in a situation of
trave neceisity; 2) must be unable to request the
iucharist from a minister of his or her own
church or ecclesiai community; 3) must ask for
the sacrament of his or her own initiative; 4)
must be spiritually and morally prepared; 5)
must give evidenie of holding the Catholic
teachins on the eucharist.

T[e Catholic Church encourages all its
members to reach out to all other Christians and
work to overcotne whatever divides us from one
another. Reception of the eucharist must always
be a genuine sign of the faith professed in word
and manifested in deed.

While presuming the good faith and inten-
tion of the president and the priest who cel'
ebrated the Mass in Soweto, serious questions
exist reeardins the aDplication of church guide-
lines inihis caie. It would appear from the infor-
mation provided at this time that not all the
conditions required for lawful reception ofcom-
munion by Prisident Clinton were fulfilled.

Cardinal O'Connor
"Holy communion is neither to be re-

ceived nor to be given as merely an ad of cour-
lesy or a spiritual geslure," Cardinal John
O;Conno, oi New York said when he preached
Apil 5, Palm Sunday, in St. Pafick's Cathedral
ii New York. Commenting on the reception of
holv communion bv President and Mrs. Clinton
Mirch 29 in a Caiholic church in South Africa'
the cardinal said it was his uncondilional con'
viction that "the action taken by the priest in
South Afica, however well intentioned, was ld'
sally ind doctrinally wrong in the eyes of
ihui'ch law and church doctrine." O'Connor
discussed the matter in light of church law and
doclrine. He commented, "Holy communion
means not only our union with Chrisl in the
euchartst, but our union with other Catholics
holding the sarne beliefs in the real presence of
Christ. " O' Conn or's homily fol lows

I would ask that all of you here remember

Bethany and proceeds of his own free will to-
ward his holy and blessed passion to consun-
mate the mystery of our salvation....

"Let us run to accomPanY hirn
tens toward his passion and imitate

as he has-
those who

met him then, not by covering his path with
sarments- olive branches or Dalms. but by doing

0
garments, olive palms, but by doing

S,'lesidn Folher John
Co le nan, the Johannet bwg
diocesan icar Jor liturg)'
taid in a leleqhone interview
thot il he had been ansulted
on the possibility of Clinton
receiin( communion, nY

Jirst reaition would have
heen lo sav no, unless lhere
are very food reasons." If
Clinton had presenled hin-
s e lf .lor cornnunio n wi lhoul
waning, lhe priest con'
cerned-" cerlai nlY N,oudn' t
rcfuse him, ds il is lhe norm
not to presune badlaith,"
Colenan raid, But in lhis
case, os the Parith Priesl
said, therc had been Prior
ditcltssion on lhe istue dnd it
v)ds no surprise ,hal Clinton
came up for comnuniot

ThiprogronJorthe.
Mass in the Sowelo Parish'
which invited oA Wized
Chrislians lo laL4 Parl ir
cownunion, wat drcw uP
by the U.S. orgdnizers oflhe
lrtp-who said, however,
nAl rellect d their under'
ttandini with local church
olficiols.- 

Coleman uid organizen
o[ Clinton's vitit tPPedred lo
have nisiudged the ellect of
the action, which "surqised
and hurt monY Catholics, es-
peciolly Ameicdn Catholics'u,/hon 

Clinlon woudn\ want
to alienale."

Father Mohloni
Makobane, rte Porish Pi$t
iNolved, sard lhat in givw

^portedlv. 
a number of other non-Catholics re-

teived is well. I share their perplexity.
Mv statement has nothing whatsoever to

do with the person of the president or his wife or
any of the'allegations concerning any alleged
misbehavior. It fias everything to do with church
law and our teaching about the holy eucharist,
this rarest of gifts.

First, church law. Following the event in
South Africa, the Congregation for Divine Wor-
shio and the Sacraments in Rome made clear
onie again on March 3l at the Vatican what I
had asirmed every bishop and priest has always
klown and practiced. I quote: "Since this is a
nerson who ls not a Cathblic, he cannot be ad-
initted to eucharistic communion. This is a ca-

ill we 
"an 

to prostrate ourselves before him by
being humble and by trying to live as he would
wish. Then we shall be able to receive the word
at his coming, and God, whom no limits can
contain, will be within us..'.

"So let us spread before his feet, not gar-
ments or soulless branches, which delight the
eve for a few hours and then wither, but our-
silves clothed in his grace, or rather, clothed
comoletely in him. We who have been baptized
into^Chrisi must ourselves be the garments that
we snread before him.... Let our souls take the
place of the welcoming branches as we join to-
day in the children's holy song: Blessed is hc
*ho comcs in the name of thc Lord, blcssed is
the kine of Israel."

fith a certain sadness, I wish to read a
statement about a recent widely publicized event
in South Africa. I am fully conscious, of course,
that today is Palm Sunday. I read this statement
not despiie the fact that it is PaIm Sunday but in
nart oreciselv because it is Palm Sunday and we'beeii 

the hoiiest week of the year. It was during
thG week that Jesus gave us the most nrecious
sift that even he could give us, himself in thg

@
This statement ls m no way a pollucal '

staternent nor is it a questioning of anyone's
character or good will' It is a statement of a
bishop required to teach what the church
teach;s, the pastor ofa major archdiocese EhgE

l

.ii"'i""'Ji]'ri*"tt'fi t.; ;i;t."d manv failE-frl]J'pT@e.

Many letters have been received ,from
Catholics irerplexed by the reports that a South
African n;iest save holv connunion to theAfrican priest ly connunion to theAlncan Dnest gave noly couut
presidenfof the 

-United- 
States and his wife. Pur-

cofimunion to the Clinlonr
add other non-Catholics in

in this Mass today in the generosity of your
Dravers the soul of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
icirig, who was tragically assassinated 30 years
aso-vesterdav. Morlovei, may I remind you that
p-assover beiins the day after Good Friday and
runs through Easter. We pray for a fruitful and a
holv season for our Jewish brofiers and sisters,
togither wi0r us sons and daughters of the one
God and descendants of Abraham'

Permit me to begin with a beautifi. pas-
sase ftom St. Andrew of Crete, who reminds us
sp6cifically of what Palm Sunday means' The
ri'eaoing ii much deeper than the external as-
pects oa today's beauiifirl ceremonies. SL An-
drew says:

"Let us go together to meet Cbdst on the
Mount of Olives. Today he retums from

nonical norm ... and therefore no bishops' con-
ference can advance a dilferent rule." That
would include the bishops' conference of
Africa.

The congregation's sPokesman went
that exceptions authorized bYsay r

were

mfitah!
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limited 

- 
and designed for
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which other Christians are unable to worship in
thcir own churches. So, for exarnple, an Oriho-' 
dox Christian unable lo find an Orthodox church
in his or her area could receive holy cornrnunion
in the Roman church.

tl This, however, is not tlre only requirement,
that is that there not be a church of one's de-
nomination available. As a spokesman of the
Pontifical Council for Prolnoting Christian
Unity stated relative to this same incidenl in
South Africa, "In general the Catholic Church

- oermits access to its eucharistic communion ...
l.t '

,-{L-only to those who share its oneness in fairh,
- \ worshin and eternal life." The church's official

Code of Canon Law permits non-Catholics to
receive communion in the Catholic Church in
cases of "srave necessitv" when certain otEE?
1-----...
circumstances afe-Fllllled as noted above and
iI. ald.lhis iq critigal. theJ b,elieve what Catho-
lics believe about thegucharist.

This brings us to the second crucial point,
church doctrine, I quote from the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, the authoritalive articulator
of church doctrine: "The eucharist is the cffica-
cious sisn and sublime causc of that c6ifriln'ifr
ln lne otvlne lrle ano mat unlty oI tne people oI
Coif6y-"rwhid6-IF-i-church is kept in being.... In
brief, the eucharist is the sum and summary of
our faith: 'Our way of thinking [as Catholics] is
attuned to the eucharist, and the eucharist in tum
confirms our way of thinking' [St. irenaeus]."
The eucharist is our way of life, the esscnce of

,. - our.fjth.
l."ll|,l{ t ln other words, holy comnunlon means

f ;fl not only our union with Christ in the eucharist,
,'l[ Uut our union with other Catholics holding the'-F 

t ^" beliefs in the real presence of Christ, 
-body

Last Supper and the crucifixion, however rever-
ent and well intended. The eucharist is the fruit
of the sacrifice of the Mass today. Christ is
spiritually, mysteriously sacrificed today. This is
what we believe. We are receiving the same
Christ the apostles received at the Last Supper.
We are receiving in actuality the same Christ
conceived and bom of Mary, crucified and risen.
It is not a symbolic Cbrist; it is the same Cfuist.
It rs our oellet m Inls realrty tnat ls essentlal to
our being a Catholic community, that unify, as
the catechism says, "by which the church is kept
in being ... the sum and summary of our faith."

Permit me to digress for a moment from
this formal statement to cite a letter alons these
lines unrelated to the incident in South-r\frica
that I received just the other day from a priest in
Louisiana, This priest writes to me:

"Recenlly, I received a letter from a young
woman with whom I went to Catholic srade
school who has recently left the Cafiolic
Church, lo her letter to me, she begged me to
accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior and to give
up the Catholic Church. In reflecting upon her
letter, I thought about all that I would miss were

I no longer a part of the one, holy, Catholic and
apostolic church. In my responsc to her, I gave a
simple profession of faith conccming what I
know I would miss the most, the gifi of thc
eucharist."

What would our faith be without oul be Iic I
in this gift of the eucharist?

I'lere is what our Holy Father Popc John
Paul II says of the holy eucharist:

"The sacrifice of dre cross is so decisivc
for dre future of man that Christ did not carry it
out and did not return to the Father until he had
left us the means to take part in it as if we had
been present. Christ's offering on the cross -
wlicl:flhe-fCal_b_Ead_Qfljfe !,roken - is thc
lrsr varue rnar musr oe com6Gicated and
shared. The Mass and the cross are but one and
the same sacrifice. Nevertheless, the cucharistic
breaking of bread has an esscntial function, that
ofputting at our disposal the original offering of
the cross. It nakes it actual today for our genera-
tion. By making the body and blood of Christ
really present under the species of bread and
wine, it makes - simultaneously - the sacri-
fice of thc cross actual and accessible to our
generation, this sacrifice which remains, in its
uniqueness, the turning point of the history of
salvation, the essential link between time and
etemity."

Frorn such words it should be clear that
holy cg44qqnion is neither to be received nor to
be glven as mercly an act of courtesv or a spiri-
ruat gesrure. lnls lntroouces one more cfltlcal-:---:---...-.
factor, applicable to ourselves and to all Catho-
lics. Believing what we believe about the holy
eucharist, we are forbidden to receive this holy
mystery, this "tumi-illiint of the history o'f
salvation" E+!+y!4r9+lh9!lq!9g|*Ie9e. we
may Dot recerve lI we are ln me state ot grave sln
until we have first received the sacrament of.
penance or reconciliation, in other words, "gone
to confession."

Clearly, it is not for me to judge the con-
science or the motivation ofa priest, or certainly
of the president and first laiy of the Unitei
States. Nor am I the responsible authority to
determine what must be done anwvhere exceot
in the Archdiocese of New York. 

-But 
rhe chur6h

is, the Code ofCanon Law is, the Holy See is the
responsible authority everywhere. According to
such authority and in my own unconditional
conviction, the action taken by the priest in
South Africa, however well intentioned, was le-
gally and doctriaally wrong in the eyes ofchurch
law and church doctrine.

Some of the mail I have received comes
ftom struggling Catholics, who because ofsome
grave impediment such as an invalid maniage
may not receive holy communion. Only last
Sunday, i met with some 400 such individuals; it
was a deeply moving meeting. More than any-
thing else, they expressed as their primary sad-
ness their denial ofholy comnnunion. They also
expressed their desire to have their maniages
validated, ifpossible. My heart goes out to them.
I understand how an event such as that in South
Afiica could scandalize and pain them. Some

pl.ving the ecn ( i( l lit tt -

/lt'chhishol Getuldn
Agnelo, sect eturr ol thc
I olicir C(ngr"xotiol .lit' Di-
vine Wo,ship akd the Su ]. -
fiIenl,r, cont,trc teal o thc
Drttller. "Since this is a lu.-
son r|ho is not a (irtholi! he
cannol be odntitted to thc eu-
choristic co nn nio . This is
d canoticdl nomt ... and
thercIore no bishop.t' dJhkt.-
ence can ddvance a difla.e]
rule," Agnelo sairl. IIe alnt
,tdid e-\.epliont b !he tule
dJ)ptl' lo nat ror| ctrcut -
stances of pastoral trced,
\|tich did ot aplredr. tt ol-
trl.t, to Clihton.

No chut'ch otlicial puh-
I i c lv q ues I i otrcI C I i n ton'.r
t,lolires in receiving (on-
munion, o d he $as tot lhe
.lit s| non-Callolic lrresitle I
to tlo so. ln 1981, ihen-Ll.S.
Ptesident and Mrt llotttLl
Reagan recei vcd (nDuvhion
at a Catholic .hner.dl dt the
Nay' Chapel in ll:oshittgkrl
{or lo gtinte Reogan aile.to-

U.S. leaders hate not
becn lhe onb ones b lre in-
vobed in conh'oterry. otier
euchat i sti c shari ng. Btitish
Prime Minisler Tonv Rlair,
dn Anglican whose wife i.s
Cat hol ic, r egiar ly uotshi 1ts
in d Calholic chtu.ch tlith his
/anil1t. ln 1996, ruhen he was
still oppositio letder h
widely expected to becouc
lhe next prime ministe\ hc
slopped rcceivi g comttut\-
io,tr al Cotltolic seftices alia.
published reportt about i! hd
Cardi dl George Rasil llnne
of Weslminsrcr b osk hi t to
stoP.

ALio, last Decenber. h.ish
Presidenl Mary McAleese, a
Catholic, created a stft v,hen
she received communion at
an Anglican rcrvice. Catholic
olJicials said he,' dction io-
lated norms agdinst Catho-
lics receiving the euchorist at
non-Calholic sen'ices in oll
but cenain st ictly lihited
ca.res.

The tel of the I 99J
l'alican Dircclory for
Eca enisn, istuecl b), lP
PontiJical Councll .for Pro-
noling Chrtsian Unit)r, a1>
peare.l in Origins, Vol. 23,
pp. 129[(the editioh dared
July 29, 1993). Fot a discus-
sion ofsacratnental sha ng,
see Nos. 122-136 (pp. l4ryl)
in the dircctory.



Catholics mav not receive the sacraments in the

"TlE inlerna lio na I d e bt
crisis becane apparenl in
1982 when Mexico an-
no nced ir could nol PaY ils

Ioftign debt, sending shock
\vaves throughout the inler-
nalional jn o n cia I c om ma ni tY
at credito$ Ieared thdt other
counu'ies utould do lhe
tame," accofding to "Pul
ting LiIe Belore Debl," the
posilion paqer bY Corilas
lntemdtionalis and CIDSE,
w h os e execu live s u muat'y
appeafi on lhese pages.
Continuing the ditcussion of
tlv origitl of lhe debt crisis,
ute paper so.ys:

"The ifinrealiate cause of
he crisis occurrcd in 1973
when lhe nenbers of the Or-
ganizalion of Petroleurn Ex-
porti,tg Counlries qua-
druplecl the price o/oil and
invested their ercest money
in cotnnercial banl<s. The
banks, teeking invesonenls
fot fieir ewr\ntls, made
loans to develatping coun-
uies, ollen wilhoul approPri-
tel.y eealuating llv loan re-

qrests or noniloring how lhe
loaas vyere used. InIact due
b in'esponsible pracrices of
crcditor as nqll as debtor
gorernn enls, much of the
uonet' bofioved was spenl
otlptogrcDts lhal ditl ttot
beneJit the poor: orma tents,
latge-sca le developneil
projecls, an.l private projecls
be eJiting govemnenl ol0-
cials and a snall elite. The
1973 oil price increase also
had the e/.fect oftiggeri g
inlelio in tlte United Slales
a .l other inrluso'ialized

"ln 1979, OPEC raited
the p ce oJ oil a second
tine. Mea while, the United
Stotes adopted exlrenely
tighl tnonelan, policies lo re-
luce inJkr!ion, producing o
doneslic rccetsion, The cont-
bined inpacl el lhe rising
price o uel a,1.1 ritittg ihter-
ey ttes led lo a ,got khvide
rccession. DeveloPitg coun-
t.ies werc hit! the ]ost.
Their expot"ls declined us the
.lonrcstic cos! qf prc.luclion
rcte und the najor inpot'lers
reluced their purchase o/
goods tr otn o\Erseas. Latin
A Nt'iL'a go\ternt e4ls
\r'hich had laken out loans
.l)on conunercial bank at
.IoatitE inlercsl rales ( t ale!,
lhat var.v accoftling lo rc
<unenl nurkel inlercsl tale)
)'iu]/, the i eretl on their alebl
.rk.lrot:ket. A.t4 icun govern-
nrenls, rcacting to lhe wo d-
vile collupse i conunodity
prices, ltorrowed heafil.v ;,,

undoubtedly believe that ifone has enough pres-
tige or money, anything goes, just as some be-
lieve that with enough prestige or money one has

situations can arise in which it is meaningful for
Christians who are not Catholics to receive the
sacraments, including holy communion, in the
Catholic Church.

Two such situations are singled out by
church authodty: a) danger of death; and b)
pressing need (it is up to the local bishop to
determine what constitutes a pressing need).
Where either of these situations exist, a non-
Catholic may receive the sacraments in the
Catholic Church provided the following condi-
nons are mer:

l. The person asks for it spontaneously.
2. ls unable to receive the sacrament in his

or her own church.
3, Has substantially the same faith as

Catholics about the nature of the sacrament, and
4. Has the proper moral dispositions for its

fruitful receotion.
With regard to the case of President

Clinton receiving holy communion at Regina
Mundi Church in Soweto on March 29, 1998,
the following has come to light:

The parish priest of Regina Mundi states
that the staffof the U.S. president asked, prior to
the Mass, whether the president and Mrs.
Clinton could receive holy communion if they
wished to do so. The priest responded by saying
that he saw no objection to their receiving com-
munion on what he saw as a special occasion. He
said it would have been rude to turn the president
away.

The local bishop had not been asked, as
r€quired by church practice, whether in his opin-
ion it would have been appropriate under the
circumstances to administer holy communion to
the presidential couple. It is doubtful whether the
priest applied his mind to the conditions that
needed to be fulfilled as stated in the 1993 norms
published by the Holy See and repeated by the
Southem African Catholic Bishops' Conference
ecumenical directory..i.

no trouble in having an invalid marriage vali-
dated. Neither belief is rooted in realitv. but indated. Neither rooted in reality, but in
my judgment, priests, bishops, the church her-
self must avoid every action which might be
perceived to give credibility to such beliefs.

Let it be clear that in the Archdiocese of
New York only those practices are acceptable
which accoid fully with church law, church doc-
trine and the authority of the Holy See. Our
bishops and priests, in fact, adhere to these prac-
tices without need of reminder from me.

I say all that I have said, again sadly, with
malice toward none and charity toward all. Let
this be a teaching moment for all ofus.

Southern African Catholic
Bishops' Conference

"The local bishop had not been asked, as
required by church practice, whether in his
opinion it would have been appropriate under
the circumslances to administer holy commun-
ion" to President and Mrs. Clinton March 29 in
Soweto, South Africa, said Oblate Father Buti
Tlhagale, general secretary of the Southern Af-
rican Catholic Bishops' Conference, In a press
statement April 3 he said, 'llt is doubtful
whether the priest applied his miid to the condi-
tions that needed to be fulflled." Tlhagale\
slatement follows.

As a general rule, Chrisrians who are not

Christians are divided from each other in belief
and practice. Nevertheless, as Christians we do
have much in common and are united above all
by the bond that baptism creates. Therefore,

l.) )

Caritas I nternational is-C I DSE

Two international networks of Catholic
development organizations have called for "the
cancellation of the unpayable debt of the most
impoverishecl countries by the year 2000." A
position paper launching a worldw,ide cam-
paign fr Third World debt relief was released
at a press conlbrence in l{ashington April 1 5 by
Caritas lnternationalis, a network oJ l46 na-
tional Catholic relief, development and social
service orgenizations around the world, and In-
ternational Cooperation for Development and
Solidarity, known as CIDSE, the acronymfor its
original French name, a gror.p of 16 overseas
aid agencies in Europe, New Zealand and North
America, including Catholic Relief Senices in

the United States. The joint paper is titled "Put-
ting Ltfe Before Debt." "Our concern stems
from our Jirsthand expeience of the impact of
debt on the poor and years ofour advocacywork
for debt relief," the paper says. Il refers lo inter-
national debt as "a complex polig) issue lhat
carries with it a profound moral challenge." The
position poper notes that debt "has both social
and fnancial costs." Debt repayments divert
resources needecl to fght poverty and to inwst
in a nation's inJ'rastructure, the paper says. At
the sane time, "high levels of debt indicate in-
vestment risk and thus deter investment."
Among its recomnendations, the paper calls for
drastic improvement of the Heavily Indebted Poor

Putting Life Before Debt:
Executive Summary


