
Minutes of Sacred Heart Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

November 19, 2015 

 
Parish Council:  Fr. Robert Cole, Deacon Thomas Daw, Chad Grude, Tracy 
Leverknight, Connie Loflin, Maria Mutnansky, Cindy Sanders, Jack Secrist, 
Carrol Wilhelm 
Kathy Gulish (secretary) 
Absent: Michael Todhunter 
  
Maria led the formation prayer at the beginning of the meeting. 
 
MINUTES:  The minutes from the October meeting were approved with the 
following amendment:  
 In the last section, change the next meeting date from Nov. 15 to Nov. 19. 
The minutes were then approved as modified. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  
a. New rectory 
 Father Cole reported that he was scheduled to get the keys to the new 
rectory and parish offices on Dec. 1, and the moving van would then arrive on 
Dec. 2. Cindy suggested that someone should accompany Father on the final 
walk-through with the contractor. Father indicated that he had been checking on 
the construction continuously as it progressed, and he would do the final walk-
through with Mike Schmitt, the foreman, and Deacon Tom. Therefore, Father 
indicated that he would not require additional assistance in doing a final check. 
Father said that he has been busy with the details associated with the final 
stages of construction. As of now, there was no requirement to put in a sidewalk 
across the front of our property; it was not part of the building permit so 
hopefully would not be attached to the occupancy permit either. At some point, 
we still have to cut off the connecting drive leading from the old rectory to the 
main drive of the church.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
a.  Information from ministries 
 We will be sending out a list of questions to the various ministries to look 
at how they are fulfilling the mission statement. Father went over the draft of the 
cover letter and form, modified them somewhat, and will send out a revised 
version in an email. 
 
b.   Bylaws amendment for selection of Council members. 
 The bylaws amendment outlining the new selection process for Council 
members was approved. Maria brought up a concern that with the discernment 
process, parishioners do not have a voice in the selection of new Council 
members. Father expressed that with the previous method of public election, 
there was the possibility that if a person had run for a Council position several 
times unsuccessfully, he/she may become discouraged from continuing to try to 
serve. It was felt that with this new selection procedure, people would be 
making the choice to serve by nominating themselves or by nominating someone 
who had agreed to be considered for a Council position. Cindy expressed that 



they wanted it to be people who are really drawn to serving in this manner. 
Additionally, the discernment process is a more private method of selecting 
members to Council; the questionnaires that nominees fill out will not be made 
public. The final consensus was that we will try this process for a while and if 
people are really unhappy with it, then we will address the selection process 
again.   
 
c.  Parish nurse program 
 Carrol reported that she had talked to Sharon Wyckoff from the parish 
nursing program. As had been discussed previously, the idea was to give 
parishioners an opportunity to get blood pressure checks, etc. at an event to be 
held probably once a month, perhaps on coffee hour weekends, in the education 
building. Carrol indicated that she believed we would need to have an RN 
present, but not all volunteers would need to be registered nurses. Carrol 
suggested that the program could start with just a few things such as blood 
pressure checks, and then expand from there. Council approved that Carrol 
should invite Sharon Wyckoff to the January meeting to give further information. 
 
d.  Vacation Bible School 
 Cindy reported that there were two ladies from our parish who were 
interested in taking over the VBS program. They will talk to Father about it.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
a.  Interim Council Chair 
 At the January meeting, the Council Vice Chairperson usually runs the 
meeting until a new Chairperson is elected. This year, both the Chairperson and 
the Vice Chairperson (Cindy and Tracy) are ending their terms on Council with 
the December meeting so an interim Chairperson is needed. Jack volunteered to 
serve as interim Chair. Tracy suggested having a packet of information to give to 
the new Council members, including a copy of the bylaws and copies of the 
minutes from the past three months. 
 
b.  Furnishings for the new rectory 
 There had been some suggestions to set up a registry for household items 
for the new rectory so that people could purchase things like linens, towels, etc. 
Father expressed that he really preferred to just allow parishioners to make a 
donation or give a gift card toward those types of items rather than have 
anything formal like a registry. Father said that any such donations would be 
gratefully received, and he could then replace and refresh household items as 
necessary.  
  
COMMISSION REPORTS: 
 1.  Finance 

Finance Council will meet on Dec. 3. They will go over the final costs for 
the new parish offices and rectory. Father indicated that construction had 
been on time and on budget. 
 
2.  IHN 
Two additional families have been trained for IHN, including a couple of 
younger parishioners. They hope to get more people interested. We will 
be hosting four families starting Nov. 22. Originally, we were scheduled to 



host in October, but there was a concern that there would not be enough 
rooms to accommodate the families since furniture was temporarily being 
stored in the rooms that are normally used. Therefore, our hosting week 
had been pushed back to November. 

 
 3.  PSR 

Chuck Leverknight and Chad Grude will lead the Confirmation class. We 
have about 20 students for Confirmation at this point, and the deadline for 
signing up is Dec. 1. Council had talked with Rachel Bucholz about teens 
participating in teaching the PSR students. However, we will need to build 
this program as students first have to go through Confirmation. Those 
teens would then continue on to become the youth ministry that would 
work with the PSR students. Chad inquired about getting a profile of the 
high school-aged teens in the parish so that he could contact those 
students about participating in this youth ministry. Father said that he 
would get that information for Chad.  

 
 4.  Peace and Justice Committee 

The Peace and Justice Committee is working on a Lenten program, human 
trafficking, and refugees from Syria and the Middle East. 
Eight people attended the October retreat with Sister Mary Ann Flannery. 
 

 5.  Social Programming 
Sue Kubicki had reported that there was a lot of positive feedback from 
the clambake. Two fish fries are planned for March, although dates have 
not yet been set. They are also trying to work on some sort of Christmas 
sing-along and are still working out the details. 

 
 6.  Spiritual Life 

There was no report at this time. 
 
 7.  Sunshine Committee  

A total of 5 letters/cards were sent out in the past month. 
 
 8.  Youth Group 

Michael Todhunter will be the new youth representative to Council.  
 
The next meeting of Parish Pastoral Council will be December 10 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the new rectory. This will be our annual Christmas gathering where we will bid 
farewell to departing members and welcome the new members of Council. 
Please bring a dish to share. Spouses are welcome. 
 
The regular meeting of Parish Council concluded at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
Cindy then dismissed the secretary, and Council went into a closed session to 
select the new members of Parish Council.  


